Message

From: Nam, Ed [nam.ed@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/13/2022 10:27:56 PM

To: Indra Frank [IFrank@hecweb.org]; Ortiz-Santiago, Yesenia (Jessie) [ortiz-santiago.yesenia@epa.gov]

cC: Susan Thomas [susan@jtnwi.org]; Ashley Williams [ashley@jtnwi.org]; Lisa Evans [levans@earthjustice.org]; Carlton

Waterhouse [carlton.waterhouse@howard.edu]; Huggins, Richard [Huggins.Richard@epa.gov]; Celeste, Laurel
[celeste.laurel@epa.gov]; Shore, Debra [Shore.Debra@epa.gov]; Walts, Alan [walts.alan@epa.gov]; Triantafillou,
Kathy [triantafillou.kathy@epa.gov]; Brian Rockensuess [brockens@idem.in.gov]; Jesse Kharbanda
[JKharbanda@hecweb.org]; Tim Maloney [tmaloney@hecweb.org]; Stephen Thill [sthill@idem.in.gov]; Dorsey,
Peggy [pdorsey@idem.IN.gov]; Amy McClure (amcclure@idem.in.gov) [amcclure@idem.in.gov]; WEBB, COREY
[cwebb@idem.in.gov]; Ireland, Scott [ireland.scott@epa.gov]; Moore, Tammy [moore.tammy®@epa.gov]; Cisneros,
Jose [Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov]; Mullins, Angela [Mullins.Angela@epa.gov]; Arrazola, Ignacio
[arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov]; Morris, Julie [morris.julie@epa.gov]; Kenney, Thomas [kenney.thomas@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Michigan City coal ash

Hello Ms Frank,

Happy New Year to you too! Thank you for your letter and email dated January 4th regarding the Michigan City
Generating Station in Indiana and the information included with that letter and email. We appreciate your concerns and
want to assure you that we are monitoring the situation closely. In addition, we are working with IDEM to ensure
potential risks at the facility are identified, characterized and addressed appropriately. As part of those efforts, IDEM
requested additional information from the facility through a letter dated November 3rd, 2021 and representatives of
IDEM and EPA conducted a facility tour last November 5th, which included an observation of the sheet piling. Through
the letter and during that visit, IDEM requested information including, but not limited to, better characterization of fill
material behind the sheet piling and elevation data from NIPSCO. Region 5 also has requested, and is close to obtaining,
contract dollars to support IDEM’s Corrective Action activities at the site. These contract dollars may be used to support
an investigation of the risk posed by the materials behind the sheet piling and the integrity of the sheet piling itself. The
facility continues to be subject to RCRA corrective action under IDEM’s authorized program and EPA continues to
coordinate with and provide technical support to IDEM during that process. We are certainly open to meeting with you
at a mutually agreeable time. Please contact Yesenia {cc’d) to schedule one.

Sincerely,
Ed

~Edward Nam (he/him)

Director, Land, Chemicals, and Redevelopment Division
US EPA, Region 5, Mail code L-17J

77 W. Jackson Bivd.

Chicago, 1L 80604-3590

Phone 312-353-2192 nam.ed@epa.gov

From: Indra Frank <IFrank@hecweb.org>

Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 2:17 PM

To: Nam, Ed <nam.ed@epa.gov>

Cc: Susan Thomas <susan@jtnwi.org>; Ashley Williams <ashley@jtnwi.org>; Lisa Evans <levans@earthjustice.org>;
Carlton Waterhouse <carlton.waterhouse@howard.edu>; Huggins, Richard <Huggins.Richard@epa.gov>; Celeste, Laurel
<celeste.laurel@epa.gov>; Shore, Debra <Shore.Debra@epa.gov>; Walts, Alan <walts.alan@epa.gov>; Triantafillou,
Kathy <triantafillou.kathy@epa.gov>; Brian Rockensuess <brockens@idem.in.gov>; Jesse Kharbanda
<JKharbanda@hecweb.org>; Tim Maloney <tmaloney@hecweb.org>; Stephen Thill <sthill@idem.in.gov>; Dorsey, Peggy
<pdorsey@idem.IN.gov>; Amy McClure {amcclure@idem.in.gov) <amcclure@idem.in.gov>; WEBB, COREY
<cwebb@idem.in.gov>; Ireland, Scott <ireland.scott@epa.gov>; Moore, Tammy <moore.tammy@epa.gov>; Cisneros,
Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov>; Mullins, Angela <Mullins.Angela@epa.gov>; Arrazola, Ignacio
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<arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov>; Morris, Julie <morris.julie@epa.gov>; Kenney, Thomas <kenney.thomas@epa.gov>
Subject: Michigan City coal ash

Dear Mr. Nam,

I hope you have enjoyed a good holiday season.

The attached letter from the Hoosier Environmental Council, Earthjustice, and Just Transition Northwest Indiana
requests that the EPA ensure complete removal of the coal ash at the Michigan City Generating Station in Indiana
because it poses an imminent and substantial endangerment.

Along with reading the letter, please view the following 5-and-1/2-minute video which clearly illustrates the risk of a spill
at the Michigan City site:

https://youtu.be/ZfBt64aC8Vc

From the video you can see the steel sheet pile wall holding the ash is corroding, damaged and absolutely no
deterrent to even the smallest waves that continue to crest the outer wall unceasingly.

We look forward to hearing from you soon and would appreciate a reply within 21 days.

With best wishes for a Happy New Year,

Indra Frank, MD, MPH

Environmental Health & Water Policy Director
Hoosier Environmental Councif
317-292-7311
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